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There are those passages for which our proper response is to stop or avoid doing 
something (see Exodus 20:15).  There are those passages for which our proper 
response is to actively do something (see Galatians 5:22-23).  There are those 
passages that call us to reflect on our behavior (see Haggai 1:7).  Then, there are those 
passages that call us to behold, to appreciate, to marvel, and to worship God.  Isaiah 
9:1-7 is one of these passages.  It is a passage where you can sense the fog.  But, as 
you will see, the fog doesn’t entirely lift from this passage. 
 
 ESV  1

 ¶ But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  

 
The northern kingdom of Israel was being judged by God because they refused to 
worship Him.  Instead they looked to worthless idols.  He brought them into contempt for 
this.  The lands allotted to Zebulun and Naphtali are in the area of the Sea of Galilee, 
and would include Nazareth and Capernaum, areas central to Jesus’ public ministry.  
But, in 732BC this northern portion of Israel became an Assyrian province under 
Tiglath-Pilerer III.  Under Gentile rule this area was called “Galilee of the Gentiles”.  
(“Galilee of the nations” in ESV)  This is the only place where “the way of the sea” is 
used in the Bible, though it appears often in Assyrian and Egyptian records.  It 
describes a major international highway running through the region, and this was the 
route that the invading Assyrian army took.  Notice the two phrases “in the former time” 
and “in the latter time”.  When you see wording like this begin to look for a future 
fulfillment. 
 
 2

 The people who walked in darkness  
  have seen a great light;  
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,  
  on them has light shone.  

 
After the first Passover of Jesus public ministry, when He cast the moneychangers out 
of the temple the first time and later met with Nicodemus, Jesus returned to Galilee.  
Consider Matthew 4:13-16 and Zechariah’s prophecy at the birth of John the Baptist 
(Luke 1:76-79). 
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 You have multiplied the nation;  
  you have increased its joy;  
 they rejoice before you  
  as with joy at the harvest,  
  as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  
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 For the yoke of his burden,  
  and the staff for his shoulder,  
  the rod of his oppressor,  
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
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 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult  

  and every garment rolled in blood  
  will be burned as fuel for the fire.  

 
“You” refers to God. 
 
NET BIBLE  Isaiah 9:4 For their oppressive yoke and the club that strikes their shoulders, 
the cudgel the oppressor uses on them, you have shattered, as in the day of Midian's 
defeat. 
 
“the day of Midian” – Judges 7:1-24 
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 For to us a child is born,  
  to us a son is given;  
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
  and his name shall be called  
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 
This is not Isaiah’s child!  This is Jesus!  Matthew, in the passage we already 
considered, told us that these verses in Isaiah were a reference to Jesus. 
 
“Wonderful” – exceptional, distinguished 
“Counselor” – authoritative, people will be anxious to listen to Him (see Matthew 7:28- 
 29) 
“Mighty God” – God the Son 
“Everlasting Father” – How can the Son be the Father?  1st The three members of the  
 Trinity are one in essence.  They have all the same attributes. 
 2nd This title describes his eternality, not His relationship to other members of the  
  Trinity. 
 3rd Perhaps Isaiah had in mind God’s covenant with David (2 Samuel 7:16). 
“Prince of Peace” – Still future!!! 
 This is why the fog has not entirely lifted yet. 
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 Of the increase of his government and of peace  
  there will be no end,  
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  
  to establish it and to uphold it  
 with justice and with righteousness  
  from this time forth and forevermore.  
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 
Descended from David (Joseph – Matthew 1:1-17; Mary – Luke 3:23-38) 
 
This is a passage that calls us to behold, to appreciate, to marvel at, and to worship 
God the Son!  This Christmas, when you hear or read these words, think of Isaiah’s 
prophecy. 
 


